
July 2 3-4pm: Concepts Workshop - Dist. 09

July 4 5-6pm: DCMC School

July 9 9-3pm: FORO 2023

July 13 7:30-9pm:
Discussion: First 4 Editions of the
Big Book - GSO Archivist

July 16 3-4pm: Concepts Workshop - Dist. 09

July 20 6-8pm:
Area09 Workshop: 
How to Reach Anyone Anywhere

July 27 7-7:45pm: Treatment Committee Meeting

FORO / FORO DE A.M.S.C. / FORO DEL A.M.S.C.

 Upcoming Events 2023
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Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their

experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their

common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only


requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues

or fees for A.A. membership; we are self-supporting through our own

contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics,


organization or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy;

neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay


sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.

MSCA website

 AA Service Manual

 July Hosting District
 Districts 25 & 8/11

View 2023 Calendar

https://msca09aa.org/event/12-concepts-workshop-5/
https://msca09aa.org/event/dcmc-school-2/
https://msca09aa.org/event/area-service-committee-asc-copy/
https://msca09aa.org/event/foro-3/
https://msca09aa.org/event/first-four-editions-of-the-big-book/
https://msca09aa.org/event/12-concepts-workshop-5/
https://msca09aa.org/event/a09-workshop-how-to-teach-anyone-anywhere/
https://msca09aa.org/event/a09-workshop-how-to-teach-anyone-anywhere/
https://msca09aa.org/event/a09-workshop-how-to-teach-anyone-anywhere/
https://msca09aa.org/event/treatment-committee-meeting-3/
https://msca09aa.org/event/12-concepts-workshop-3/
https://msca09aa.org/event/12-concepts-workshop-3/
https://msca09aa.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/97yyxbqhs35w68w/2021-2023%20Service%20Manual.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lgzyd9r57atqbcf/2023-calendar-1%2026%202023.pdf?dl=0
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DID YOU
KNOW??



The very

first
"FORO"
(Foro de
A.M.S.C.)

was hosted
by District
23 (with 
help from
Districts 

20, 21 & 22)
on Dec. 13,
1992 at the
Riverside

Community
Center in
Riverside,

CA.  

https://msca09aa.org/event/foro-3/


The growth of the Spanish-speaking population and membership in Alcoholics Anonymous
in the Mid-Southern California Area has brought opportunities for all members to become
active in General Service work. The Foro del A.M.S.C. has been established to afford
another means for all A.A. members to participate in the mainstream of Alcoholics
Anonymous service. The purpose of the Foro del A.M.S.C. is to focus on General Service
topics. It is held yearly in the summer and is attended by members from all communities,
Groups and Districts throughout the Area.

FORO de MSCA - 2nd Annual - July 11, 1993

FORO del A.M.S.C.

(As  posted in MSCA09's Newsletter - August 1993 issue)



"2nd Annual Foro de MSCA 
Approximately 100 people gathered in the city of Paramount to take part in the 2nd Annual
Foro de MSCA. The attendance was up from last year, and I would like to thank District 22,
the Foro Committee and all the Spanish-speaking districts for a job well done. There were
nine Spanish-speaking workshops, and two English-speaking workshops. Many of the
English-speaking participants experienced the translation process for the first time. The
Spanish-speaking workshops were: Cooperation with the Professional Committee; 􀁖
Information Committee; Hospitals and Institutions Committee; Convention Committee;
Intergroup Committee; The General Service Representative; G.S.O. and Intergroup Offices;
The DCM and the Board; Bulletins and Newsletters. The English-speaking workshops were:
General Service Trustees; Area Delegate. Space limits this report. but remembering that our
Area elections are coming up in October, I must relate to you what Area Delegate, Jim C.,
said when asked "What is needed to become a Delegate?", Jim replied "Most important is
the willingness to stand for the office"."

MID-SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA
09OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS®



By Ed L., MSCA09 Newsletter Chair / Past MSCA09 Panel 70 Delegate



     "Having served as a G.S.R. in 2006-07 in my second year sober and now as a Panel 70 delegate in 2021,
I’ve kept coming back and more has been revealed about the nature of General Servants. As a new G.S.R.
actively participating in the Area, delegates and trustees seemed remote and inaccessible, and I never knew
Non-trustee directors existed. Virtual meetings have definitely made our General Servants more accessible,
and I’ve seen trustees at District Zoom meetings with as few as 15 people. Hopefully, this accessibility will
persist after the COVID apocalypse! 
     I’ve often thought that our statement, “I am responsible when anyone, anywhere…” might better reflect
A.A.’s culture and function if it read “I am available when anyone, anywhere…” Does our focus and self-
identification as the “responsible ones” in A.A. make us less available (i.e., remote) to the still suffering
alcoholic? Does our love for one another and compassionate support on the lowermost, and arguably most
stressful rungs of the General Service ladder, lead to the perception of privilege and exclusion to new
G.S.R.s who are on the upper rungs of the service ladder just beginning their descent? 
     As a G.S.R., I noted I was prohibited from delegates-only and past delegates-only luncheons at Regional
Service Assemblies and Regional Forums. At Service Assembly round tables for delegates and alternate
delegates, G.S.R.s and District members interested in those positions have been asked to leave for lack of
those titles. Even when the assembled masses attended General Sharing Sessions and evening banquets, the
“lower echelons” of service, our delegates and trustees, occupied tables at the front of the auditorium where
seats and tables were effectively reserved. 
     Does having Conference members sitting at the front of the room, as often as not on elevated daises,
promote attraction to the alcoholic too shaky to drink from a coffee cup? If your answer is, “Such a new
person would never be at a Service Assembly,” are you shocked by that answer? Is suiting up and showing
up, where pearls are suggested for women and ties are required for the men, sending A.A.’s inherently
compassionate message to the person who is still self-conscious about their poverty-induced inability to suit
up? In those early years, I could not imagine any Conference members as gutter drunks, though I’ve both
slept in and drank from gutters. 
     If you haven’t read the book or seen the movie, “The Hunger Games” offers a cautionary metaphor of
how Conference members could be perceived, but for compassion and availability to A.A. members just
entering General Service and most importantly to the still-suffering alcoholic. In the metaphor, there is a
minority class of polished people who oversee a majority class of impoverished people who are struggling
just to stay alive. Among the upper echelon, Woody Harrelson plays the drunk who serves as the liaison, the
hand of hope extended to several of the still-suffering masses who are forced to compete and even kill one
another. He is my hero, serving in a niche that as a Conference member I hope I’ve occupied. 
     It would seem to me that in most A.A. meetings, General Service is considered an “outside issue,” the
“politics of A.A.,” occupied by the “right type of person,” where the word “delegate” has no meaning. Let
us be sure that we are never perceived as a Remote Community, somehow elevated above the ranks of the
still-rank alcoholic. I’m convinced that Compassion is the way to dispel perceived privilege and has
transmitted to me the best A.A. has to offer. So, Responsible? Yes.  Available?  Hell yes!"
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Do Conference Members Comprise a Remote Community?
(Below is a talk that Ed L. gave during the 2021 GSC to all the delegates, trustees, and other conference members. 
 It was also printed in the Spring 2021 issue of A.A.'s "The Remote Communities - Communicator" on Pages 7 & 8.)
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The schedule for the 2023 Committee Sharing Sessions is
now available (below). Among the presenters are current and
past trustees, delegates, alternate delegates, and other General
Servants. Looking forward to seeing everyone there! 

https://msca09aa.org/event/area-09-service-workshop-committee-sharing-session/


 Online Contributions

 Subscribe to Email List
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COMMITTEE PAGE LINKS

MSCA website

Contact the editor (Ed L) at editor@msca09aa.org

Accessibilities
Archives
Communications
Convention Liaison
Cooperation with Elder Community
Cooperation with Professional
Community Corrections
District Committee Member School
Finance
General Service Representative School

Grapevine / La Viña
Guidelines and Policies (GAP)
Hospitals & Institutions (H&I)
Literature
Public Information
Registration
Remote Communities
Technology
Treatment
Young People in A.A.

.

 Your Panel 72 Officers

Delegate

Alternate Delegate

Chairperson

Registrar

Secretary

Treasurer A/R

Treasurer A/P

Committee Reports

http://area09.org/contributions.php
http://area09.org/contributions.php
https://mailchi.mp/74cb5a173686/emailsubscribe
https://mailchi.mp/74cb5a173686/emailsubscribe
https://msca09aa.org/
mailto:editor@msca09aa.org
mailto:editor@msca09aa.org
https://msca09aa.org/accessibilities/
https://msca09aa.org/archives/
https://msca09aa.org/communications/
https://msca09aa.org/convention/
https://msca09aa.org/cooperation-with-elder-community/
https://msca09aa.org/cooperation-with-professional-community/
https://msca09aa.org/corrections/
https://msca09aa.org/district-committee-member-dcm-school/
https://msca09aa.org/finance-committee/
https://msca09aa.org/general-service-representative-gsr-school/
https://msca09aa.org/grapevine-la-vina/
https://msca09aa.org/guidelines-and-policies/
https://msca09aa.org/hospitals-institutions/
https://msca09aa.org/literature/
https://msca09aa.org/public-information/
https://msca09aa.org/registration/
https://msca09aa.org/remote-communities/
https://msca09aa.org/technology/
https://y9a.702.myftpupload.com/treatment/
https://y9a.702.myftpupload.com/young-people-in-a-a/
https://msca09aa.org/msca-officers/
https://msca09aa.org/delegate/
https://msca09aa.org/alternate-delegate/
mailto:chair@msca09aa.org
mailto:registrar@msca09aa.org
mailto:secretary@msca09aa.org
mailto:treasurerar@msca09aa.org
mailto:treasurerap@msca09aa.org
https://msca09aa.org/committee-reports/
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Referred to as "Our Meeting in Print," Grapevine is available both in hard copy and
electronic versions, with new volumes printed every month. Stories are written by
alcoholics about alcoholics. The Grapevine staff every so often takes a diverse
assemblage of stories with a common theme and publishes those in a compilation.
The latest of these books is "The Home Group: Heartbeat of AA." An earlier
version of this book has been "...updated with extra stories and a new chapter on
virtual meetings." You may order this and other Grapevine products - magazines,
books, ebooks, wall charts, etc. from AAGrapevine.org.

https://www.aagrapevine.org/
https://www.aagrapevine.org/
https://www.aagrapevine.org/


 2023 Committee Sharing Sessions
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MSCA09 ASC-1 Recap of Actions - June 2023
GSO Announcements - What's New in AA?
2025 International Convention - Vancouver, BC, Canada
Free Book on Sponsorship ("ONE ON ONE AA Sponsorship in Action")
with Grapevine Subscription
Box 4-5-9, Spring 2023
About AA – Spring 2023 
Sharing From Behind the Walls - Summer 2023
Your A.A. General Service Office
Update on Printing Delays and Backorders - June 2023
"The Home Group - Heartbeat of A.A." - New, Revised version
Every Conference-Approved Advisory Action 1951 to 2022
A.A. 27th World Service Meeting "Carrying the Message of A.A. in the
Digital Age" Oct. 2022 - FINAL REPORT (2023)
New Spanish version of Experience, Strength, & Hope
Need a Zoom meeting? Try New York Intergroup!
Need a meeting topic? Try Boozer's Bingo!
GSO Committee Assignments for Committee-Related Questions
First Quarterly Report 2023 of General Service Board
A.A.® Guidelines - Internet

 New and Older Resources in A.A. and M.S.C.A
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https://mcusercontent.com/72fdf9d98ccb74ba19da0f742/files/d6b11991-5e28-83e2-1f5e-66ac3e2bf76f/June_2023_ASC_1_RECAP_of_Actions.pdf
https://msca09aa.org/gso-announcements/
https://www.aa.org/international-convention
https://www.aa.org/international-convention
https://www.aa.org/international-convention
https://www.aagrapevine.org/subscribe-us?trackingcode=M34E201
https://www.aagrapevine.org/subscribe-us?trackingcode=M34E201
https://www.aagrapevine.org/subscribe-us?trackingcode=M34E201
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/f-36_spring2023_1.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/f-13_spring2023.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sharing-from-behind-the-walls
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/assets/f-6_yourAAGSO.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/Update%20on%20Printing%20Delays%20and%20Backorders%20June.pdf
https://www.aagrapevine.org/store/home-group-heartbeat-aa?utm-source=news&utm_medium=eblast&utm-campaign=HomeGroupBook&utm_id-HGHOAA=
https://www.aagrapevine.org/store/home-group-heartbeat-aa?utm-source=news&utm_medium=eblast&utm-campaign=HomeGroupBook&utm_id-HGHOAA=
https://www.aagrapevine.org/store/home-group-heartbeat-aa?utm-source=news&utm_medium=eblast&utm-campaign=HomeGroupBook&utm_id-HGHOAA=
https://www.dropbox.com/s/emb2vepq88nb8xl/Advisory_Actions_1951-2022.English.pdf?dl=0
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/f-150_en_2022.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/SB-20_Experience_Strength_%26_Hope.pdf
https://aa-intergroup.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j9199d3z3irpgcx/%23Boozers%20Bingo.png?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ufgldz28utsaysh/GSO%20Staff%20Assignments%20July%202022.English.pdf?dl=0
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/F-14_Qtrly_January_2023.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/assets/mg-18_internet.pdf
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SAVE THE DATES
2023:  Oct. 8        MSCA09 Panel 74 (2024/25) Elections
2024:  Mar. 1-3    PRAASA, San Francisco, CA
2024:  Jul. 12-14  Pacific Regional Form, Las Vegas, NV
2025:  Jul. 3-6     2025 International Convention, Vancouver, BC, Canada

https://area72aa.org/event/praasa-pacific-region-aa-service-assembly-2024/
https://www.aa.org/regional-and-local-forums
https://www.aa.org/international-convention

