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    Upcoming Events 2022

MSCA Area Map

Oct 8...........AA History: Pioneer Women of AA

Oct 9.....…..MSCA Area Service Committee Meeting (ASC)

Oct 20...…..MSCA Area 09 Service Workshop

Nov 12.…...Area 09 Servathon

Dec 3..........7th Annual Hispanic Women's Workshop

Dec 11........Area Service Committee (ASC)

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their
experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only

requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues
or fees for A.A. membership; we are self-supporting through our own
contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics,

organization or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy;
neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay

sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.

MID-SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 09
OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS®

MSCA website

View Full Calendar

  AA Service Manual

       October Hosting District
                   District 25

https://www.dropbox.com/s/97yyxbqhs35w68w/2021-2023%20Service%20Manual.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa.org/event/aa-history-pioneer-women-of-aa/
https://msca09aa.org/event/area-service-committee-asc-11/
https://msca09aa.org/event/msca-area-09-service-workshop-8/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/76y1fe996bwyjay/November_2022_Servathon_flyer.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa.org/event/7mo-taller-de-mujeres-hispanas-en-aa/
https://msca09aa.org/event/area-service-committee-asc-12/
https://msca09aa.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6hp983dbpitd8ct/msca-2022-calendar-FINAL.pdf?dl=0
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     Subscribe to Email List

 Online Contributions

Contact the editor (Ed L) at editor@msca09aa.org

https://msca09aa.org/
https://mailchi.mp/74cb5a173686/emailsubscribe
http://area09.org/contributions.php
https://msca09aa.org/accessibilities/
https://msca09aa.org/archives/
https://msca09aa.org/communications/
https://msca09aa.org/convention/
https://msca09aa.org/cooperation-with-elder-community/
https://msca09aa.org/cooperation-with-professional-community/
https://msca09aa.org/corrections/
https://msca09aa.org/district-committee-member-dcm-school/
https://msca09aa.org/finance-committee/
https://msca09aa.org/general-service-representative-gsr-school/
https://msca09aa.org/
https://msca09aa.org/delegate/
https://msca09aa.org/alternate-delegate/
mailto:chair@msca09aa.org
mailto:registrar@msca09aa.org
mailto:secretary@msca09aa.org
mailto:treasurerar@msca09aa.org
mailto:treasurerap@msca09aa.org
https://msca09aa.org/grapevine-la-vina/
https://msca09aa.org/guidelines-and-policies/
https://msca09aa.org/hospitals-institutions/
https://msca09aa.org/literature/
https://msca09aa.org/public-information/
https://msca09aa.org/registration/
https://msca09aa.org/remote-communities/
https://msca09aa.org/technology/
https://y9a.702.myftpupload.com/treatment/
https://y9a.702.myftpupload.com/young-people-in-a-a/
mailto:editor@msca09aa.org
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 Monthly SPOTLIGHT on OUR MSCA Trusted Servants
 

Joseph H - Past Archivist for Area 09
I am a 73-year-old Vietnam Veteran that served three times in Vietnam, and I am an alcoholic. I was
assigned to a Tactical Combat Communications team consisting of 14 communications specialists from
Elision AFB, Alaska. Our flight went from Alaska to Japan, then to Guam Air Base, then to Philippines
Islands, and to Vietnam. First night, incoming shelling and I ran to the closest bunker. Our team members
passed around a bottle of bourbon to take a drink while we waited for the shelling to stop, which was
during the second Tet Offensive in early 1969.

My early years of drinking began on my grandfather’s farm in Drew, Mississippi. Grandpa’s distilling still
was located in the barn and us boys would have a sip of moonshine on Saturday night after working all
week long. During my high school years, I stole my father’s beer to drink on the weekends. I attended
community college for two years and worked part-time at night to earn money for myself and to buy my
own liquor. 

I enlisted in the United States Air Force after I learned that my sister was starting college. After arguing
with my father (a World War II and Korean War Veteran, and an alcoholic himself) about me going into
military service, I would send support money to assist my sister while she was going to college. In 1971, I
was home after my second tour from Vietnam and Alaska, and I got to see my sister graduate from
college. Still, I drank booze at night to sleep.

After my third tour to Vietnam (March 1973 to June 1974), I was stationed at Vandenberg Air Force Base,
California, near Lompoc. I met an old Vietnam buddy of mine; we would go to night college classes
together and then hit the bars in downtown Lompoc. After that tour, I served five years upon the DMZ in
South Korea and came home with a wife and child. Married and divorced twice, my life was just
wandering around with alcohol at its center, until a friend of mine suggested I go to Loma Linda VA
Medical Center for help for my drinking problem.

My last drink was on December 21st, 1996, and I went to the Loma Linda VA Med Center, asked for help,
and was accepted into the Alcohol Treatment Program (ATP) on December 26, 1996. By God’s Grace, I
was hired to work at the Loma Linda VA Med Center in the medical records section by a kind and gentle
lady. This would not have happened if not for the Grace of God, the Alcoholics Anonymous program, my
two sponsors, and alcoholic treatment program. 

At the VA Medical Center, I learned three principles: (1) “Sobriety is Number One;” (2) “Honesty;” and
(3) “Responsibility.” I applied these three principles to the first Three Steps of the A.A. Program and to
my life. My journey in sobriety began with my sponsor getting me into General Service right away as a
General Service Representative (GSR) for our AA Home Group, reading the Big Book of Alcoholics
Anonymous, working the 12 Steps, and working with newcomers at the Loma Linda VA Medical Center.  

In 1999, I had the privilege to help elect my first Area 09 Delegate, who later became my AA sponsor and
General Service sponsor, and I met my Grand-General Service sponsor, who was a past Area 09 Delegate
and Pacific Regional Trustee. I have had the honor and privilege of electing nine different Mid-Southern
California Area 09 Delegates during my time in General Service. I served on the Area 09 Archives
Committee for over fifteen years, and was Archives Committee Chairperson for two terms (4 years).

Today, I have a good, comfortable life with a God of my understanding, my A.A. program, the Steps, my
General Service work, my archival research for Area 09 Archives Repository, and my family, which
consists of my daughter (who attended my 10th, 15th, and 20th AA Birthdays), granddaughter, my two
great grandkids, and my pet cat (Maui), who is a small blessing and joy in my life today.

https://msca09aa.org/


     When it comes to Literature, did you know?

Area 09 has played an important role in A.A.'s Literature? Jim C, who served as
Area 09's Panel 42 Delegate in 1992-1993 also served as our Pacific Region Trustee
from 1998 to 2002. During that time, Jim served as the Chair of the Trustee's
Literature Committee and was in that position when the 4th Edition English Big
Book was published in 2001. Later, in 2010-2011, Linda C, Jim's lovely bride,
served as Area 09's Panel 60 Delegate. 

Get your story in the 5th Edition of the English Big Book Deadline: Oct 31, 2022
Get your story in the 4th Edition of the Spanish Big Book Deadline: Dec 31, 2022
Vera F's Power Point on writing your Big Book stories

There is one other opportunity to submit stories:
Call for stories for Black and African American A.A.'s - deadline Oct 31, 3033

Please note that Grapevine will increase book rates as of August 2022
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     Area 09 Revised Guidelines and Bylaws

Our Guidelines were revised in March 2022 and voted on at the September 2022
Area Service Assembly. These Guideline are probably the best source of
information of our structure and function. Therein, you'll learn that the formation of
the Mid-Southern California Area was approved at the Eighth General Service
Conference in April 1958, and the first Delegate was sent to the Ninth General
Service Conference the following year. You'll learn about the Area Service
Assembly, Area Service Committee, our seven officers and their duties, 19 Standing
Committees, annual meetings schedule, voting procedures, Area elections, and other
service functions (e.g., Pre-Conference Workshop, Foro, and Servathon).

Revised Guidelines as of March 2022 - English
Revised Guidelines as of March 2022 - Spanish

Equally important and informative, and last revised in 2017, are the latest proposed
revisions of our Bylaws:

Revised Bylaws as of September 2022 - English
Revised Bylaws as of September 2022 - Spanish

https://www.dropbox.com/s/whcelptrq4ay0iu/%23Call%20for%205th%20Edition%20BB%20stories.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wqp6b3hoclnd25d/Call%20for%204th_Ed_Announcement_4th_Ed_BB_EN_2_.01.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gg4bhdvc9mcnfd8/BB%20writing%20workshop%20Tidewater%20Intergroup.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xj2h18zy6l1851p/AA_Blck_Afrcn_Amrcn_Memo_EN.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zimiqzuejnc7mtm/2023_AAGV_Price_Increase_Release_ENG.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72fdf9d98ccb74ba19da0f742&id=2461a43bc2&e=4cd2d0329d
https://msca09aa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72fdf9d98ccb74ba19da0f742&id=ef654d346f&e=4cd2d0329d
https://msca09aa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72fdf9d98ccb74ba19da0f742&id=0d35a3d0dd&e=4cd2d0329d
https://msca09aa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72fdf9d98ccb74ba19da0f742&id=3a89c21609&e=4cd2d0329d


The Final Conference Report of Panel 72 is here!

                                                  To Area 09 Members, from Mitchell B, Panel 72 Delegate:

                                                The 72nd General Service Conference (Anonymity-Protected) in English,                    
                                                Spanish (and French) was distributed on August 31. I have sent Faith 
                                                the files to add to the Area 09 website.  Print copies will be shipped 
                                                in mid-October for the version with full names. I estimated the number 
                                                of printed versions in March 2022. If more copies are needed there is the
                                                option for the area to print copies.

Panel 72, 2022, Final Conference Report - English
Panel 72, 2022, Final Conference Report - Spanish

Area 09 Newsletter Resurrected!
As made available by Mitchell B (past Archivist) at this link (Access MSCA 09
Archives), our first English Newsletter was in November 1976 and our first
Spanish Newsletter was in November 1982 (although it was still written in
Spanish). These two Newsletters are available at the following links:

MSCA 09 English Newsletter, November 1976
MSCA 09 Spanish Newsletter, November 1982
Past MSCA 09 Newsletters are available at this link: MSCA 09 newsletters

This is YOUR Newsletter, and we sincerely want to populate it with your
thoughts, editorials, images, and shared memories. So please reach out to the
current editor (Ed L) and share your materials at editor@msca09aa.org.
According to the Communications Committee Guidelines, these are the types of
things we are looking for:

1. Local AA news and information about groups and committees;
2. Reprinted material from AA literature;
3. Sharing of experience in recovery, unity, and service;
4. Information pertaining to Area actions, finances, and meetings;
5. Information regarding AA service, events, and announcements (In keeping

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gbjv4zw9cb4lz2l/2022_FINAL_REPORT_anonymity_EN.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ek8i9dxpnvhmuut/2022_FINAL_REPORT_anonymity_SP.pdf?dl=0
http://msca09aa-archives.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7mba23p7ln5kct5/Nov%201976%201st%20Area%20Newsletter%20%28English%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h3jvdjzng8ja78e/Nov-Dec%201982%201st%20Area%20En%20Espanol.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa-archives.org/area-09-newsletters
mailto:editor@msca09aa.org

