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    Upcoming Events 2022

MSCA Area Map

Nov 12........Area 09 Committee Chair Quarterly Check-In

Nov 12.…...Area 09 Servathon

Nov 17........Area 09 Service Workshop

Dec 3..........7th Annual Hispanic Women's Workshop

Dec 11........Area Service Committee (ASC)

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their
experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only

requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues
or fees for A.A. membership; we are self-supporting through our own
contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics,

organization or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy;
neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay

sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.

MID-SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 09
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MSCA website

View Full Calendar

  AA Service Manual

       November Hosting District
                   Districts 8 & 11

https://www.dropbox.com/s/97yyxbqhs35w68w/2021-2023%20Service%20Manual.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa.org/event/msca-area-09-committee-chair-quarterly-check-in-3/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/76y1fe996bwyjay/November_2022_Servathon_flyer.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa.org/event/msca-area-09-service-workshop-9/
https://msca09aa.org/event/7mo-taller-de-mujeres-hispanas-en-aa/
https://msca09aa.org/event/area-service-committee-asc-12/
https://msca09aa.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6hp983dbpitd8ct/msca-2022-calendar-FINAL.pdf?dl=0
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General Service Representative School

.

MSCA website

Delegate

Alternate Delegate
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Literature
Public Information
Registration
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     Subscribe to Email List

 Online Contributions

Contact the editor (Ed L) at editor@msca09aa.org

https://msca09aa.org/
https://mailchi.mp/74cb5a173686/emailsubscribe
http://area09.org/contributions.php
https://msca09aa.org/accessibilities/
https://msca09aa.org/archives/
https://msca09aa.org/communications/
https://msca09aa.org/convention/
https://msca09aa.org/cooperation-with-elder-community/
https://msca09aa.org/cooperation-with-professional-community/
https://msca09aa.org/corrections/
https://msca09aa.org/district-committee-member-dcm-school/
https://msca09aa.org/finance-committee/
https://msca09aa.org/general-service-representative-gsr-school/
https://msca09aa.org/
https://msca09aa.org/delegate/
https://msca09aa.org/alternate-delegate/
mailto:chair@msca09aa.org
mailto:registrar@msca09aa.org
mailto:secretary@msca09aa.org
mailto:treasurerar@msca09aa.org
mailto:treasurerap@msca09aa.org
https://msca09aa.org/grapevine-la-vina/
https://msca09aa.org/guidelines-and-policies/
https://msca09aa.org/hospitals-institutions/
https://msca09aa.org/literature/
https://msca09aa.org/public-information/
https://msca09aa.org/registration/
https://msca09aa.org/remote-communities/
https://msca09aa.org/technology/
https://y9a.702.myftpupload.com/treatment/
https://y9a.702.myftpupload.com/young-people-in-a-a/
mailto:editor@msca09aa.org
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 General Service Keeps a Newcomer Sober
 
 

Ronnie O. sat on the back row of his first AA meeting on a Saturday night in
Wrightwood, California on 9 February 2008. It had been 24 hours since his last
drink. Introducing himself as a newcomer near the beginning of the meeting, I
approached him afterwards and asked if he sincerely wanted to stay sober. Not
waiting for an answer, I offered to pick him up the next morning and transport him
to an Area 09 Service Committee meeting in Indio. I could only promise that he
would not drink between 6 a.m. when I picked him up and 6 p.m. when I dropped
him off.

Then a new GSR, I was somewhat surprised when he said yes and even more
surprised when he was standing in his front yard the next morning shortly after
sunrise. I cautioned that this would not be a “typical” AA meeting but that he was
guaranteed not to drink sitting there in my backseat and later mingling with other
southern California alcoholics. Along the way I picked up my service sponsor, John
W., in Hesperia and the three of us proceeded to make the three-hour drive to Indio.
We had the meeting-before-the-meeting during the drive. 

Once there, Ronnie was introduced to AA at the Area-level. There were a hundred-
and-fifty alcoholics in one large room, amplifying chaotic conversations occurring
in both English and Spanish. When one can’t hear, one speaks louder, which feeds
on itself and is overwhelming at first. Of all the AA-related functions I’ve attended,
it is AA at the Area-level that seems to best demonstrate our 9th Tradition. I
continue to be amazed (and pleased) at how we always get things done even in the
face of all the seeming lack of organization! How several hundred alcoholics
somehow end up at the right committee tables even when there are no signs to
announce who is meeting where was disconcerting at first and is now something
I’ve come to appreciate.

Ronnie was introduced to several District 19 folks, who in typical AA fashion made
him feel at home. Then several other alcoholics welcomed him when they learned
that he was a newcomer thrust into Area-level bedlam. It may not have been as cozy
as a group of a dozen faithful AA’s sitting on couches in someone’s home but there
was every indication that he felt right at home surrounded by a hundred trusted
servants. It’s sometimes difficult to see the similarities between an AA home group
and an Area-level group; however, whenever two alcoholics get together it doesn’t
seem to matter where.

The 14 February 2010 ASC hosted by District 11 marks two years since we
attended that meeting. Having held his mouth right (i.e., not in a circle near a glass
hole), Ronnie celebrated two years on 8 February 2010. Although he has never
revisited an Area-level meeting, he is a dedicated member of Alcoholics
Anonymous and makes his home group in Phelan, California. I’ve told this story to
a half-dozen alcoholics as evidence that AA working at even the Area level can be
an effective way of beginning a new sober life. Now, it’s a pleasure to share this
story with the entire Area. You just never know how first impressions can lead to
lasting sobriety! Even in large crowds, it continues to be one alcoholic caring
enough to carry the message to another alcoholic who no longer wants to suffer that
has worked for 75 years and continues to do so!

 

https://msca09aa.org/


     Alphabet Soup!?
 

Where even A.A. is an acronym, Alcoholics Anonymous is full of them, where letters
are given to represent words. If you are new to General Service, likely a G.S.R.
(General Service Representative), following are some of the common acronyms that
you will hear regularly (see Service Manual for definitions of most acronyms):

12 x 12 - Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions
A.A.W.S. - Alcoholics Anonymous World Services
A.C.M. - Appointed Committee Member
A.S.A. - Area Service Assembly (or just "Assembly")
A.S.C. - Area Service Committee
A.S.L. - American Sign Language
B.T.G. - Bridging the Gap
C.C.S. - Corrections Correspondence Services
C.E.C. - Cooperation with the Elderly Community
C.P.C. - Cooperation with the Professional Community
D.C.M. - District Committee Member
D.C.M.C. - District Committee Member Chair
G.A.P. - Guidelines and Policies (Committee)
G.S.B. - General Service Board
G.S.C. - General Service Conference
G.S.O. - General Service Office
G.S.R. - General Service Representative
G.V.R. - Grapevine Representative
H&I - Hospitals & Institutions
L.G.B.T.Q. - Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgendered Queer
L.I.M. - Loners/Internationalist Meeting
M.S.C.A. 09 - Mid-Southern California Area 09
P.C.A. - Pre-Conference Assembly
P.I. - Public Information
P.R.A.A.S.A. - Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly
P.S.A. - Public Service Announcement
REDELA - Reunion de Las Americas (Meeting of the Americas)
R.L.V. - La Vina Representative
W.S.M. - World Service Meeting
Y.P.A.A. - Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous
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     Miscellaneous, Important Resources 
180 Proposed Agenda Items for 2023 Conference
All Conference Advisory Actions from 1951 to 2022
Young People's Audio Project - Deadline 11/7/2022
September 2022 GSO Quarterly Report
New Grapevine Book - "Sobriedad Emocional"
AAWS Memo on Literature Delays and Availability

************************************************
Boozer's Bingo is a great way to run a topic meeting! With

A through D across the top and 1 through 22 along the side,

you randomly select, D3, for example, where the topic is

"Easy Does It, but do it!" Thanks to Robert H from

Spottsylvania, VA for sharing it!

MID-SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 09
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/ebp73ousutg0rjq/Proposed_Agenda_Items_1_180_English_2022.09.30.01.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4rpnlo7kczfzylk/All%20Conference%20Advisory%20Actions%20through%202022.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9bx25sbuafeddgo/Young_People_Project_2022_Poster_EN.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9bx25sbuafeddgo/Young_People_Project_2022_Poster_EN.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h6tziwu6zi6th52/September%202022%20Quarterly%20Report%20from%20GSO.pdf?dl=0
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LWw7PHZPugq_CUdEdbAVzxSluCQp6vRmUFV2wCSvS3Ztcg_JmL8PV8KiANG5E6Pml9jHTdetgDiqd0oWKyM0MUBZFZAkB7rgfPwReaGLvB3vwxxoIjxZaNO73sxum9PEirxPYsoOnULqNoSeb_sTNWvqHoYaJvFL58jCWGnEuN9YoeW4ykIri-sf3PUA7wMbZomfkE_Ky7LFGATDseoyGC25SNXvhM-Ovu15WulQVbdamM_-xqy7iyRhCodsTnVaLLhdj5soPiOxr_IY8ZJ33vEmIhVAVN-lmutVUSASQrxT-pqXFykrFA==&c=3b3KQfuGUp4dQLohweMCp7UwmNmel_OcN9wBe5hAPfz2bkrTLGn3iw==&ch=INxTYHsddEj0S9X6sxTSQkqB9y6Ww2McmqmubH4Fzh2qsY4a64X4ig==
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2kf6e144v8edidw/AAWS%20Memo%20on%20Literature%20Delays%20and%20Availability.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ada60oiwvei6y6r/%23Boozers%20Bingo.png?dl=0


The Final Conference Report of Panel 72 is here!

                                                  To Area 09 Members, from Mitchell B, Panel 72 Delegate:

                                                "The 72nd General Service Conference (Anonymity-Protected) in English,                  
                                                Spanish (and French) was distributed on August 31. I have sent Faith 
                                                the files to add to the Area 09 website.  Print copies will be shipped 
                                                in mid-October for the version with full names. I estimated the number 
                                                of printed versions in March 2022. If more copies are needed there is the
                                                option for the area to print copies." Hard copies expected in October!

Panel 72, 2022, Final Conference Report - English
Panel 72, 2022, Final Conference Report - Spanish

Area 09 Newsletter Resurrected!
As made available by Mitchell B (past Archivist) at this link (Access MSCA 09
Archives), our first English Newsletter was in November 1976 and our first
Spanish Newsletter was in November 1982 (although it was still written in
Spanish). These two Newsletters are available at the following links:

MSCA 09 English Newsletter, November 1976
MSCA 09 Spanish Newsletter, November 1982
Past MSCA 09 Newsletters are available at this link: MSCA 09 newsletters

This is YOUR Newsletter, and we sincerely want to populate it with your
thoughts, editorials, images, and shared memories. So please reach out to the
current editor (Ed L) and share your materials at editor@msca09aa.org.
According to the Communications Committee Guidelines, these are the types of
things we are looking for:

1. Local AA news and information about groups and committees;
2. Reprinted material from AA literature;
3. Sharing of experience in recovery, unity, and service;
4. Information pertaining to Area actions, finances, and meetings;
5. Information regarding AA service, events, and announcements (In keeping

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gbjv4zw9cb4lz2l/2022_FINAL_REPORT_anonymity_EN.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ek8i9dxpnvhmuut/2022_FINAL_REPORT_anonymity_SP.pdf?dl=0
http://msca09aa-archives.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7mba23p7ln5kct5/Nov%201976%201st%20Area%20Newsletter%20%28English%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h3jvdjzng8ja78e/Nov-Dec%201982%201st%20Area%20En%20Espanol.pdf?dl=0
https://msca09aa-archives.org/area-09-newsletters
mailto:editor@msca09aa.org

